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July 1, 2021

Announcing the New Executive Director of CLBB:
Dr. Robert Kinscherff PhD, JD
Today the Center for Law, Brain & Behavior celebrates an important milestone: renowned forensic
psychologist Robert Kinscherff, PhD, JD will become the Center’s first full-time Executive Director,
effective July 1, 2021. Dr. Francis Shen, JD, PhD, who has served in a volunteer capacity as Executive
Director since 2018, will remain active as a CLBB Faculty Member.
“We are tremendously excited that Robert will be leading CLBB at this crucial moment,” saidCLBB cofounder and co-director Judith Edersheim, JD, MD. “Dr. Kinscherff regularly testifies across the
country on juvenile and emerging adult justice, and his experience is a perfect fit for CLBB. Dr.
Kinscherff’s full-time presence is another indication that the Center is rapidly expanding from its allvolunteer roots into the nation’s leading voice at the intersection of neuroscience and law."
Building on the foundation laid over the past three years, Dr. Kinscherff looks forward to leading the
Center to even more success: "I am eager today to begin as Executive Director at CLBB as we strive
together to further responsible, ethical and scientifically sound translation of neuroscience into the legal
arena."

Robert Kinscherff, PhD, JD
Prior to joining CLBB as Executive Director, Dr. Kinscherff
was Associate Vice President (Community Engagement) and
Professor (Doctoral Clinical Psychology Program) at William
James College. He has been affiliated with CLBB for nine
years, serving for the past three years as Associate Managing
Director of the Juvenile and Young Adult Justice Project at the
Center for Law, Brain & Behavior (CLBB) at Massachusetts
General Hospital. He was the 2015-2017 Senior Fellow in
Law & Applied Neuroscience at CLBB and The Petrie-Flom
Center for Health Law Policy, Biotechnology, and Bioethics at
Harvard Law School. Over recent years, he has been on the
planning committee and faculty for federal judicial trainings
jointly presented through the Federal Judicial Center, CLBB
and Harvard Law School.
He was a contributor to the amicus brief submitted to the US
Supreme Court by the American Psychological Association
(APA) in Roper v. Simmons (2005) and has been involved in
bringing science to juvenile and criminal justice reform since
that time. As a Fellow of the APA, Dr. Kinscherff's service has
included Chair of the Ethics Committee, Chair of the
Committee on Legal Issues, and Board of Professional
Affairs. He has also held prominent roles in APA projects
involving public health approaches to gun violence, mass
shootings, juvenile solitary confinement, developing practice,
and liaison to the American Bar Association. Between 2008

and 2021 he served as Senior Consultant for the National
Center for Youth Opportunity and Justice (previously the
National Center for Mental Health and Juvenile Justice) where
he worked on several MacArthur Foundation Models for
Change projects.
Dr. Kinscherff has held leadership positions in Massachusetts
state government and the trial court, as well as teaching,
professional service, and policy advisory/development
positions that reflect interests at the intersections of law,
policy, applied neuroscience, and clinical/forensic behavioral
science.
His practice areas include juvenile and adult offenders,
post-Miller resentencing and parole cases, expert testimony,
violence risk assessment and management, law and policy in
justice system reforms and gun violence policy, and the
impact of adversities, resiliencies, and social determinants in
child, adolescent, and young adult development. He has
published widely, teaches and consults nationally and
internationally, is involved in state and federal legislative
advocacy, and provides trial and appellate judicial education
on the implications of developmental neuroscience for law and
public policy. For a current list of publications and citation
indices see here.
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